Possible mechanisms of the analgesic action of calcitonin.
The analgesic activity of calcitonin is well established, both through clinical observation and specific experimental investigation. The mechanism involved, however, is still unclear, and the hypotheses that have been proposed range from a simple peripheral antiinflammatory action to a direct action on specific receptors in the central nervous system. The various hypotheses are briefly reviewed and some of the supporting evidence is presented. The conclusion is that the principal mechanism of calcitonin's analgesic effect is probably a direct central action, but that this is further supported by peripheral mechanisms that may also improve bone status locally.